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May - July 

2015 

 

Dear All, 

 

We are now at the end of another school year which seems to have passed very 

quickly. There have been some real successes and several new ventures and 

learning opportunities. Many pupils have been able to re-engage with their learning 

with some excellent outcomes. It is really great to see our pupils enjoying learning 

and making progress.  

Our Year 11 pupils sat their GCSE examinations and we were very pleased with the 

way in which they behaved during the examination sessions. We all look forward to 

the publication of their results in August. 

We are very fortunate to be starting the new school year fully staffed. We have a 

wonderful staff team and each member of staff is dedicated to bringing out the 

best in our pupils. We also thank all of those parents and carers who work so 

closely with us in bringing out the best in the children. As a team, working 

together, we will always be more effective. 

I wish you all a very happy summer and I hope that you are able to enjoy some 

sunshine and relaxation. 

 

With very best wishes 

 

Mrs L Alavi 

Head Teacher 

 

 

 

Mrs L Alavi 

Headteacher 
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This term Key Stage 3 has been designing and making landscapes for outside the art 

classroom. Pupils have learnt how to research, record and develop ideas based on willow 

sculptures we made in autumn term 2. They are developing ideas and are working towards a 

final design 3-dimensional outside mini garden. A variety of materials have been used in the 

process ranging from paper, tissue paper, wire, willow and mod roc. Key Stage 3 will evaluate 

and present their project to the Centre, thinking about the strengths and weaknesses within 

the project.  

 

Key Stage 4 has been working on a range of projects but perhaps the most successful was a 

3D sculpture depicting the ‘nightmare before Christmas’. Pupils are still working on a few 

details but as you can see from the photographs they have really sought to make a realistic 

and interesting assemblage. 

 

Miss J Drew – Art Instructor 

 

Art & 

Design  
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Food and 

Nutrition 
 

 

 

 
 

For the first time, this term Food and Nutrition has been combining learning about Food 

Safety and Hygiene with continuing to learn to cook delicious savoury and sweet dishes.  

Some of the older (Year 11) pupils successfully sat their online Certificate in Food Safety and 

Hygiene for Catering, which is a Level 2 qualification, recognised by employers. There will be 

lots of opportunities in the Autumn Term for younger pupils to sit the Level 1 Certificate in 

Food Hygiene and Safety first of all, and then they will have the option of sitting the Level 2 

Certificate designed for employment.  

In the first half term we made Low-fat Chicken Balti, Shredded Chicken Tacos with Bell-

pepper Salsa, Paccheri alla Ragu (a variation on a pasta-bake) and a Meat or Vegetarian 

Lasagne Bake.  

We decided to create some desserts and cakes this term, including a choice of Lemon or 

Summer Fruits Baked Cheesecake (as shown - absolutely delicious – I hope you had the chance 

to taste it!); a Traditional Victoria or Chocolate Sponge Cake with buttercream filling; and we 

intend to make Millionaire Shortbread soon.  

I am delighted to see how confident and independent most of the pupils have become. A few 

need more practice at washing-up and some need to be a bit braver about the ingredients they 

will or won’t try, but we are getting there!  

 

 Mrs A Hounam – Food and Nutrition teacher 
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Red Group has taken part in the PiXL Alternative Edge Project. 

They have been planning and organising trips focusing on their 

skills in leadership, organisation and communication. The pupils 

have visited the Gosport Submarine Museum, Fort Nelson, 

Beaulieu and Paulton’s Park. This half term the pupils have been 

finding out about different countries and completing activities 

which have strengthened their knowledge on Egypt, America and 

Italy. 

  

Other groups have been focusing on world events and current 

affairs. They have been learning about Anne Frank and the 

Holocaust and completing their own research on events that have 

shocked the world.  

 

Miss K Shrubb – English Co-Ordinator 
 

 

English 
 

 

 

 
 

 

RE 
 

 

 

 
 

In RE this term we have been focusing on Religion and 

Animal Rights. Pupils have explored moral and ethical 

issues around testing on animals, farming, dietary choices 

and endangered species. In July we will visit the 

Bournemouth Oceanarium to learn more about endangered 

marine species. 

 
 

Miss C Eveleigh – EV Lead and RE Teacher 

 

RE 
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Science 
 

 

 

 
 This term in science we have been concentrating on the environment. We have studied 

habitats and how different organisms are adapted to their ecosystem that they are 

part of. Next pupils built food chains for different ecosystems and some developed 

their ideas further into food webs. Following this project 2 groups have been on a trip 

to Marwell Zoo, where they looked at penguins, big cats, monkeys and many different 

exotic birds. The penguins and the meerkats were the highlight, especially as there 

were some tiny babies in the meerkat mobs. 

 

 

Other groups have been studying renewable fuel and non-renewable fuel as part of 

their ongoing GCSE work. They have looked at solar, wind, wave and hydroelectric 

power as well as looking at traditional coal, oil and gas. 

 

Miss G Allan – Science Teacher 
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PSHE  

The Summer term has seen the pupils focusing on different issues depending on which 

group they are in.   

Blue, Green, Orange and Red groups have focused mainly on issues relating to being a 

critical consumer.   

The pupils investigated the methods that supermarkets use in order to try to get people to 

spend more money. They then reflected on where and when they had seen these techniques 

used and whether they were successful.  

The pupils also investigated the various rights that consumers have in relation to 

purchasing goods, including when they are and aren’t entitled to a refund. In addition the 

pupils investigated potential sources of information available to assist consumers in all 

aspects of buying.  

While studying these issues the pupils conducted two price comparison activities. The first 

was for an item of their choosing where they identified something they may like to buy in 

the coming weeks and searched for the best price. The second was to compare gas and 

electricity prices for an “average” household by using switching websites.  

Purple group have been working on a project intended to both develop and demonstrate 

their organisational skills. This has involved producing a collaborative guide to buying and 

maintaining a car. Areas of study have included how to get a driving licence and pass the 

driving test, what an MOT entails, the price of insurance, maintenance routines and the 

availability of local automotive services.  

Pink and Yellow groups have mainly focused on sex and relationships education. This has 

including undertaking activities relating to assessing the qualities of an ideal partner, 

managing relationships, the timeline of a relationship, relevant legal aspects, myths and 

facts, contraception and sexually transmitted infections.  

Mr D Clark – PSHE Teacher 
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Design 

Technology 

In the first half of the summer term Red group has been working on a PiXL project based 

around producing items to sell at a car boot sale. In the first lesson the group discussed 

what they would sell, could it be made and who was making what. Turned wooden boxes, 

clocks, tea light holders, money boxes and picture frames where all made and are ready for 

sale. Many new skills and techniques were learnt, and there was great enjoyment in the 

making of the products.  Well done, Red group!  

The pupils have continued to expand their skills base and develop their use of new 

techniques. And just as importantly, continue to enjoy their making experiences. More 

imaginative work on both the wood turning lathe and laser cutter is coming through and the 

accuracy and attention to detail is improving. As skills improve and techniques widen, the 

realisation of what each pupil is capable of making also grows. Pupils are making more varied 

artefacts and coming into lessons with their own ideas of what it is that they would like to 

make. Brilliant!  

Mr P Hiscock – Design and Technology Teacher 
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In April this year, the Red group started a new project in the centre called the Alternative 

Edge.  The group was introduced to lots of activities which they had never done before.  The 

idea behind the Alternative Edge is to engage pupils back into their learning, using fun and 

exciting activities.   The group had to complete a series of 10 challenges covering different 

attributes to do with leadership, communication for example.   During this time the group 

experienced going to new places and learning new things.  The Alternative Edge is a nationally 

recognised qualification which if the pupils passed they would be able to go to London to be 

presented with their award.  

We are very proud to say that 5 pupils; Trevor, Jade, Jamie, James and Kian passed this award 

and went to London to be presented with their certificates in front of 1500 head teachers 

from around the country.  The pupils were very nervous and excited about going on stage, but 

all did so and shook hands with Sir John Rawlings who is the head of the company called 

PIXL.  It was an amazing event to be part of and we were extremely proud of the pupils.   We 

were the only Pupil Referral Centre in the country to be presented with this award.  

After being presented at central hall, we then went to McDonald’s for lunch to celebrate and 

onto the London dungeons, before the long train journey home.  The pupils’ behaviour 

throughout the whole day was outstanding and they did credit to themselves.  A brilliant day!  

Mrs L Sherwood – Maths and PiXL Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

Red Group 

PiXL Project 
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Year 11’s 

Leavers Trip 

After successfully completing their exams, those year 11 pupils who had shown good 

attendance, behaviour and effort were taken to Paulton’s Park as a celebration.  

 

A great day was had by all, and even Mr Clark was persuaded to go on a ride! 

 

Miss C Eveleigh – EV Lead Teacher 
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Extra special 

Events 

 

Meet the 

Staff 

Mr O Ward – Teaching Assistant 

I have recently started my second stint working here 

at the Key, returning as a teaching assistant after a 

year studying at university.  

I have many years’ experience teaching maths in the 

local area, working with pupils from varied backgrounds 

and am aiming to utilise this to help the pupils at the 

centre develop their academic and social skills, giving 

them the best possible chance to succeed once they 

leave. I feel I have settled in very quickly, which is 

down to the friendly, supportive staff and the unique 

character of the pupils.  

My aim in the future is to train to become an 

Educational Psychologist; I feel that the opportunity I 

have been provided at the Key will offer both an 

incredibly useful and enjoyable experience towards 

this.   

 

Mr D Clark – PSHE Teacher 

I arrived at The Key in January, having spent the 

last 18 years at Crofton School where I was 

subject Leader for PDL. It has been a big change 

in all sorts of ways but one I have enjoyed and I’ve 

been made to feel welcome by staff and pupils 

alike.  

My main subject is PSHE (Personal, Social and 

Health Education) but I am a trained Social 

Studies teacher, with a degree in Social Policy and 

Administration, and I also teach RE. Over the 

years at Crofton I also taught many other 

subjects. I teach PSHE as I greatly believe that it 

is important that pupils get the time and space to 

be able to consider important “life issues”, in 

addition to studying academic subjects, in an 

environment where they can both share opinions 

and where they can access accurate information.  

Outside of school my interests include owning 

classic vehicles, of both the two and four wheeled 

varieties, occasional DJ-ing and cycling, playing 

football with my 10 year old Jack Russell Charley 

and I am a season ticket holder at Fratton Park, 

having supported Portsmouth for over 40 years.  

Having been at The Key for 6 months now I am 

greatly looking forward to the various challenges I 

will undoubtedly face here and becoming a fully 

established member of the great staff team.   

 



 

 12 

 Summer Newsletter 2015 
 

 

Year 11 

Exam 

Dates 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Enjoy the sunny weather!  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Further 

Information and 

Useful Contacts… 

 

 

 

 

Mobile Phones and iPods 

Carers/Parents, please can you remind 

your children that mobile phones and 

iPods etc. must be given to their tutor on 

their arrival at The Key. 

 

Reminder to Carers/Parents  

If your child is not going to be attending 

The Key for any reason, please can you 

ensure you inform us by phoning: 02392 

528653 before 8.15am. 

 

Emergency Contact Details   

In the case of an emergency, it is 

important that we have your most recent 

contact details. Please notify us of any 

changes of address and telephone 

numbers. 

Thank you 

 
INSET Days and Term Dates 

Please note the following INSET days and 

holidays for your diary: 

 

Autumn Term  

1st September – 18th December 2015 

 

Half Term 

24th October – 1st November 2015 

 

INSET Day 

2nd November 2015 

 

Christmas Holidays 

19th December 2015 – 3rd January 2016 

 

 

All this information and more can 

be found on the Centre’s website: 

www.thekeyeducationcentre.co.uk 

 

Parentline Plus 

Tel: 0808 800 2222 

www.parentlineplus.org.uk 

 

Childline 

Tel: 0800 1111 

www.childline.org 
 

 

Motiv8 

Tel: 02392 834027 

www.motiv8south.org.uk 

 

Italk 

Tel: 02380 383920 
 

http://www.thekeyeducationcentre.co.uk/

