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	   Spring Newsletter 2014 

March 2014  

Dear all 

I am delighted to be able to report that we have had a very good Spring Term 
with many interesting activities being offered to our pupils. You will be able to 
read about some of these activities in this Newsletter and I am sure that you 
will agree that the pupils have had many opportunities to broaden their 
education. 
 
A new Administration Assistant has joined The Key this term. Her name is Mrs. 
Baron and the Centre is very happy to be welcoming her to the staff team. Mrs. 
Baron will usually be your first point of contact when you call the Centre. 
 
As we look forward to next term our minds turn to examinations. I would like to 
encourage all families with children in Year 11 to offer them as much support as 
possible whilst they prepare for their examinations. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy Easter, and to thank 
you for your ongoing support of The Key Education Centre. 
 
Best wishes, 

 

Mrs. L. Alavi 

Head Teacher 
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Our Science Trip 
By Adam 

When Tyler, Cameron, Mrs Spice and Miss Stanton and I 
went to the pet shop for Buddy the bearded dragon, we 
bought her some food and a headlamp to keep her warm. 

We all enjoyed looking at and stroking the animals at the 
pet shop. Some of us were a little scared of the snakes! 

On the way back we got stuck in traffic. Once the traffic 
cleared we saw a big castle. 

When we got back to school we put the lamp in Buddy’s 
home and then we had fun feeding her crickets. The 
crickets jumped everywhere and nearly jumped on 
Cameron! 
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Art & Design 
at… 
 

The Key 
 

This term at The Key, pupils have enjoyed 
working in sketchbooks, working with clay and 

using fabric paints… 
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Food Education at… The Key 

Food Education this term has revolved around the pupils learning to cook 
healthy, good value meals using recipes from around the world. 

This term we have made Spicy Lamb Kofta kebabs with Minted Yoghurt and 
Pitta Bread, Spanish Tortilla Omelette, Cottage Pie with Carrot & Potato Mash, 
Thai Green Curry with Jasmine Rice and Madame Quiche’s Quiche Lorraine, 
made from an authentic French recipe. 

On Pancake Day, the pupils who had Food Education lessons were able to make 
Pancakes with lemon and sugar. 

The final recipe this term will be deviating slightly from our normal healthy 
pattern, as we are making Camouflage Cakes, which will count towards KS4 
pupil’s ASDAN awards. 

It has been lovely to see pupils growing in confidence in the kitchen, and 
enjoying what they have made, sometimes sharing it with friends or proudly 
taking it home. Well done everyone! 

Anne Hounam 

Food Education Teacher & SENCo 
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	   Street Dance 
at… 

 

The Key 

A Meeting With 
Funk Format… 
‘Funk Format’ are Street Dance specialists who 
provide some of the best and the most authentic 
B-Boy and Street Dance classes across the south 
of the UK.  
 
Callum and Jordan, who are pupils at The Key, 
recently attended a meeting with Dance 
Practitioner Sasha to plan for a taster workshop 
in April.  
 
Callum loves Free Running and is really keen to 
improve his skills in the workshop. 
 
Jordan enjoys Free Running and wants to learn 
how to do back flips. 
 
Both Jordan and Callum were given printed 
information about ‘Funk Format’ by Sasha and 
have already checked out their website.  
 
If you would like to learn more about ‘Funk 
Format’ before they visit our Centre, please visit 
www.funkformat.com for further details. 
 
Ms Whyte 
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First Aid at… 
	  

The Key 

First Aid Courses 

On the 12, 14 and 28 March, Michelle 
Playle from the British Red Cross led 
Fist Aid workshops at The Key 
Education Centre.  

 

Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils successfully 
participated in the workshops and 
learnt about burns, broken bones, cuts 
and sprains as well as resuscitation 
techniques.  

 

All participants will be awarded 
certificates in recognition of the new 
skills and knowledge they have gained. 

 

Mrs Gidney 
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PSHE at… 

The Key 

Cycle Stands and Planters 

In Personal, Social and Health 
Education (PSHE) lessons this 
term, pupils have purchased 
vegetable seeds and are 
looking forward to growing 
them on in our new Cycle Stand 
Planters. The vegetables will 
then be used in Food 
Technology lessons. 

The planters will also be used 
as stands to secure pupil’s 
cycles during the school day 
during the warmer months. 

We would warmly like to say a 
BIG THANK YOU to Helen 
Harris, our Senior School 
Travel Plan Advisor at 
Hampshire County Council, who 
has supported this project by 
securing the funding to enable 
it to happen. 

Ms Whyte 
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Basingstoke Town Win the Cup! 
By Tim 

Miss Shrubb, Mrs Gidney and Ms Whyte were delighted to watch Tim and his 
team, Basingstoke Town under 16’s, win the league cup on Sunday 16 March in 
Andover.  

After a fast paced season that took them to venues across the county, Tim’s 
team played the final match against Oakley Football club at Foxcotte Park 
and won the game, 2 - 1. It was a tense game and a final consolation goal came 
for Oakley 5 minutes before time. 

It was a beautiful day and the sun shone throughout the game. After the 
match Basingstoke Town team members celebrated by lifting the trophy that 
they worked so hard to get.   
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Our London Trip 
By Sam 

On the 6th of March I went to London with Darren, Jay, Katy, Miss 
Shrubb and Mrs Spice. We went there to watch “The Woman in Black” at 
the theatre. We went to the train station and all brought some snack 
foods to have for the way. When we got off the train we started our walk 
to the theatre. We saw loads of things like a woman singing; she was so 
good! Darren took ‘Selfies’ with everyone and everything that we passed. 
There were men with painted faces pointing at their hand for money, 
free runners and photo shoots! We also looked at the street art. 

We then went to Covent Garden and looked in all the shops. We then 
walked to a Mediterranean restaurant where we had lunch. Darren and I 
had steak while Shrub had a vegetarian meal and Katy, Jay and Mrs Spice 
had a chicken dish, it was very nice! 

After lunch we made our way to the theatre where we were given better 
seats and got a place at the front! We got chocolate ice cream and Jay 
got sweets. As we got comfortable we saw the singer Luke Friend walk to 
his seat that was next to us! Darren started crying and got a ‘Selfie’ with 
him. ‘The Woman in Black’ was so good! Everyone enjoyed it. We took a 
slow walk back from the theatre and looked at the views across the River 
Thames and were given free samples of perfume.  

There were some complications with the trains being half an hour late but 
we then got back and we all went home to sleep… 
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Design & Technology at… 

The Key 

There has been some great making in design and technology this term. Some of 
the clocks produced have shown what amazing creativity there is at The Key. 
Clocks of note have been Sam’s teddy bear and camper van clock, Joanna’s 
sunshine clock, Fay’s white bedside clock, Sophie’s Jackson Pollock style clock, 
Jarrett’s stand alone clock, made from Ash: Luke and Oli’s skull clocks and 
Georgia’s pink clock. 

The boxes, made by pupils for various uses, have been well made and some of 
the stools, tables and chairs are amongst the best I have seen within 
secondary schools. 

The wood turning lathe has proved to be a popular piece of equipment and some 
pupils are becoming quite expert at turning.  

I would like to thank the pupils who have made items for use in the workshop, 
especially the tool trolleys and devices for storing tools on them.  

Mr Hiscock 

Design & Technology Teacher 
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Year 11 Summer Exam Dates at… 

 
The Key 

 
 

 

Religious Studies 15th May 2014 - 13.00 - 1 hour 30 minutes 
 

English Language 03 June 2014 - 09.00 - 2 hours 15 minutes 
 

Biology (Science) 06 June 2014 - 13.00 - 1 hour 
 

Maths Linear 09 June 2014 - 09.00 - 1 hour 45 minutes 
 

Chemistry (Science) 10 June 2014 - 13.00 - 1 hour 
 

Physics (Science) 12 June 2014 - 13.00 - 1 hour 
 

Maths Linear 13 June 2014 - 09.00 - 1 hour 45 minutes 
 

Human Health & Physiology (Science) 23 June 2014 - 13.00 - 2 hours 
 

Maths Statistics 23 June 2014 - 13.00 – 2 hours 

All staff at 
The Key would 

like to wish 
Year 11 pupils 
the best of 

luck with their 
forthcoming 

exams, 
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Happy Easter from 
everyone at… 

 
The Key 

 
 

Further 
Information and 
Useful Contacts… 
 
 

Mobile Phones and I-pods 
Carers/Parents, please can you 
remind your children that mobile 
phones and I-pods etc. must be 
placed in lockers on their arrival at 
The Key. Pupils will be provided 
with a key. 

 

Reminder to Carers/Parents 
If your child is not going to be 
attending The Key for any reason, 
please can you ensure you inform us 
by phoning: 02392 528653 before 
8.15am. 

 

Emergency Contact Details  
In the case of an emergency, it is 
important that we have your most 
recent contact details. Please 
notify us of any changes of 
address and telephone numbers. 

Parentline Plus 

Tel: 0808 800 2222 

www.parentlineplus.org.uk 

 

Childline 

Tel: 0800 1111 

www.childline.org 

 

Motiv8 

Tel: 02392 834027 

www.motiv8south.org.uk 

 

Italk 

Tel: 02380 383920 


